
Bilateral talks a vital addition to social compact, says BUSA  
 
 
Business Unity (BUSA) CEO Cas Coovadia says bilaterals between business 
and the government are more effective than social compacts. 
 
BUSA and the government are discussing having bilateral talks on the 
implementation of priority interventions to promote investment and economic 
growth. 
 
They believe a bilateral structure would be more effective than a multilateral 
forum.  
 
The talks are under way while President Cyril Ramaphosa pursues his aim of 
establishing a social compact that he announced in his State of the Nation 
address in February. The process has not yet begun within Nedlac. Cosatu 
parliamentary coordinator Matthew Parks said a formal Nedlac meeting to 
discuss a framework for a social compact had been scheduled. 
 
Coovadia stressed that BUSA did not reject the idea of a social compact and 
would definitely participate in the process, but believed that on its own, it was not 
enough.  
 
“We think that the social compact process – if we look at those we have had up to 
now – have not been that successful, from an implementation point of view.” 
 
‘’Social compacts are great for us to sit down and see where we can reach 
agreement and thrash out matters but ultimately, the government needs to 
implement. Possibly, if there is a role for business to implement as well, then the 
government needs to engage with business to implement. We believe 
implementation is far more effective through bilaterals,” Coovadia said.  
 
“Government, as a parallel process to the social compact, should be having 
bilaterals with the social partners. This will expedite the identification of critical 
areas we can implement. That is the test. The public also wants to see we are 
beginning to implement ideas, and not just talking about stuff.” 
 
Source: Business Day  

Read full article here: (https://bit.ly/3QNs5ZC ) 
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