
Civil society key to national development – President Ramaphosa 

President Cyril Ramaphosa, social development Minister Lindiwe Zulu and convenor 
of the National Economic Development and Labour Council (Nedlac) community 
constituency Thulani Tshefuta, have signed the Social Sector Framework 
Agreement. 

This will form the basis for a strong state-civil society partnership to tackle poverty, 
inequality and employment, said the president. 

Delivering the keynote address at the close of the Presidential Social Sector Summit 
at Birchwood Conference Centre in Boksburg on Friday, 19 August, he said, “We 
must seize this opportunity to deepen our collaboration as we build a better South 
Africa that leaves no one behind”. 

“I have no doubt that government, civil society and all social partners will continue to 
work together meaningfully beyond this summit, as we have done for many years, to 
improve the lives of our people and build a better country.”  

The summit’s theme was: “Fostering Social Cohesion to Enable Socio-economic 
Participation in Communities”, and the president encouraged communities to deal 
with problems by working with law enforcement agencies and not resort to mob 
justice. 

He said crime and lawlessness were of grave concern and highlighted many of the 
challenges faced by South Africa. 

He commended the police for recently apprehending suspected illegal miners and 
shutting down their operations and said they must double their efforts to arrest those 
responsible for the gang rape of young women in Gauteng. 

“This horrific crime is a reminder that as government, and as a society, we must do 
more to tackle gender-based violence. Over the past few years, as a result of 
cooperation between government and civil society, we have strengthened the 
response of the criminal justice system to such crimes,” Ramaphosa said. 

In the past financial year, for example, he said the specialised commercial crimes 
unit had finalised 380 cases and achieved a 90% conviction rate. 
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